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“Faith, ambition

push Chester’s

up-and-

coming

soul food diva

By Sean Crane
Tribune Corresponden!

On faith, Cheryl Stevens
gave up g steady joh with bene
fis 1o follow her passion and
calling conking for others

wtevens staned her iestaurand
and cateping service after e
ing her paston pive o scrmon
uwrping church members 10 s
then G- grven alems

“The next day. Usar with iy

boss  and gave  two weeks
nottce,” Stevens sand
Chervl's  Southern Stvle,

“Foad for the Body md Soul.”
at 525 Welsh St i Chester, iy u
Blossormng storefront (estan
rant with s walk-up window
Inside there are dehicions o
s A SEe sedls

Since sEaup. Slevens’ por
somahity, atodimp fath and per
sistenee have seen her through o
difficult Firsr bwo vears i the
Festaumng Mave
Seiochend, esecutive dirgetor ol
the Chester
Development Authonty,

DuUsIness.

Leononmi
sand,
“Cheryl his o gread den wath
what she wants 1o be doing, and
S odetenmned o ke bosue-
LL‘i:lJ

Lamaily,
friends and ohurely ipembors,
und a few onmamed “angels”

Stevens criedits

witht making her imital success
posaible Luely, she has some
Lol mncluding
Seiochet’s CEDA und othes
ponprofits m thank. To the last
three months Cheryl's Southiem
Style has recewved {ive econom

dEencies

ic boosts from four separate
ageneies  that recognize  her
hearttell cotnmulment o four-
ishing the Chester community,
and her willingness o developa
business pla.
The business swased on 4

shoestring, a pmyer and hap

penstance nearly two years ago,
Stevens sahd She hedrsd abonl
slopelront thit was vagunt, aml
st kept tollowing B Trom
there " Thimgs just Kept opermg
up " Steversy said o following
her hedann wwd domg whd she
fist somehow knew she was 1o
do, Cheryl s an shont arder,
eurpiee ooreputation Jor prodise-
my foodd and o message it
beth corme from the hegrt

O 525imeh TV dnihe hack
ol the

wieznl. Sleveny plays
Chrstian  amd

videotapes 1

tsprrational
Heheed  one
wornum just sticing theye look-
my al the mpes”™ she szand
After o whide we stantad talk

g, sl e woman confessed

See Soul Food - Page 2A

Cheryl Stevens recently opened Cheryl's Southern !

soul food restaurant, In Chester
Ing the business.

She |s planning on ¢

Cheryl Stevens, owner of Cheryl's Southern Style, Is planning on expanding her sot
cooking business to catering.



Soul Food

From Page 1A

to having missed three buses just
to be able to watch them.”

Stevens has eamed a devoted
following as well. Shelby
MecKnight does some of the buy-
ing for meetings, and conferences
at Wells Fargo in their new Chester
waterfront facility, “We have been
ordering from Cheryl's since
we've moved here,” McKnight
said. “Chery] made this baked fish
with yellow and red peppers on
top and this real buttery sauce and
... that was really good.”

Sclochet said LREDA Das a
dozen or fewer loans out for start-
up businesses such as Stevens’.
“In addition to drawing large busi-
nesses here, we are working to
support smaller businesses like
Cheryl’s that can offer needed
goods and services to the bigger
businesses that come.”

Through demonstrating win-
ning personal qualities, and
serving food that receives rave
reviews, Stevens has gained the
support of her famuly, church,
community, Jocal businesses
and nonprofit agencies in mak-
ing her business a sticcess.

in ihe last (wo monins, stevens
has received three loans and two
grants to help fund the catering
end of the business. She hopes that
by expanding catering she will be
able to then make some interior
changes to allow more seating.

In February Stevens received a
$5,000 loan from the Chester

Economic Development
Authority, and a $5,000 loan from
Philadelphia Development
Partnership. March 30 she

received a $2,500 loan from the

Women's Opportunity Resource
Center in Philadelphia.
Stevens has used the proceeds

of these loans to buy the equip-
ment she needed to take her much
sought-after menu of soul food
and other cuising on the road. She
has also added a fax machine and
a credit card machine, since many

orders for catering and lunches

use credit cards. These improve-
ments recently proved useful
when Stevens and her crew served
400 meals to three shifts at the
Christiana Hospital's employee

‘appreciaton day ceremonies.

In addition to the loans, Stevens
also received a $1,000 grant from
the Women's  Opportunity
Resource Center in Philadelphia.
Hers was one of nine businesses
out of more than 70 applicants
statewide to receive this grant.

Cheryl’s Southern Style also
received a $500 grant and free
Internet service for a year
through the efforts of Covad
Communicaticns and  the
Philadelphia Development

Partnership. These funds were
used to supplement catering-
related purchases and to prepare
a Web site that will go online
before May 1 through Stevens’
affiliation with the Black Yellow
Pages.

In addition to welcoming
phone or fax orders at (610)
874-4767, Stevens' customers
will be able to see the store
and the menu by going to
www.CherylSouthernStyle.com.



